


As bushfires threaten to engulf a small Australian coastal town, 
animal and human families prepare to evacuate their homes.
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Goodbye Home is a poignant story about two 
families impacted by the 2019/20 “Black Summer” 
bushfires in Australia. I was immediately drawn to 
the story as I was shocked and heartbroken by the 
devastation that the bushfires had on Australian 
communities and our koala populations. The 
parallels drawn between the human and koala 
families, whose lives are uprooted by the disaster, 
make for an emotional and touching narrative 
and lends itself to the inherent timelessness of an 
animated short film. I felt this was an important and 
timely story to tell and as an animator and director, 
I wanted to capture the loss and impact felt by the 
people and animals caught up in this environmental 
tragedy. 

Director’s statement Working in collaboration with script writer Jett 
Tattersall and illustrator and character designer 
Simon Murray, we developed the key visuals and 
story beats for the film. It was important to me that 
the visuals felt grounded in reality and accurate 
in detail. So, when building the world for Goodbye 
Home, Simon and I took inspiration from the costal 
landscape of Mallacoota in far eastern Victoria, a 
region that was severely affected by the bushfires.

The overall look of the film has a simple, stylised 
aesthetic that utilises graphic shapes and forms and 
colours inspired by the Australian bush. I wanted 
people to immediately recognise that this is an 
Australian story, so we made sure all the details in 
each frame were carefully considered. Designing 
the koala family was a key component; extensive 
research and development was undertaken to get the 
look and feel right, with a lot of detail put in their 
eyes.
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The colour palette was inspired mainly by the 
photos published in the media during the “Black 
Summer”. I remember experiencing the intense 
smokiness in Sydney and Melbourne and can only 
imagined how bad it would have been at ground 
zero. The orange haze that blotted out the sun was 
something that I will never forget. The colour palette 
therefore progresses throughout the film from 
muted greens and greys to red, burnt orange and 
ash, as the fire draws near. We accompanied this 
darkening colour palette with a dramatic shift in the 
sound design, incorporating roaring wind and fire.

The origin of the narrator’s voice is deliberately 
ambiguous. It could be the voice of either the boy 
or the young koala, which I feel exemplifies their 

shared experience of having to abandon their home 
before the fire destroys it. Actor Jamie Rogers 
beautifully captured that emotion and authenticity 
in the narration, along with an uncanny optimism 
that “nature’s magic” will one day lead them back 
home.

Likewise, the music really elevates the emotion of 
the story. The original score by Maria Alfonsine and 
Damian de Boos-Smith uses paired back acoustic 
guitar and strings, complementing the organic 
setting of the film. It was important to me that the 
music matched the visuals and pace of the film and 
for it to build in tension as the bushfire approaches. 
The powerful vocals in the end credits track by Delta 
Goodrem provides a deeply-moving conclusion with 
a poetic prayer for rain, that regenerating life force. 
I still get goose bumps when listening to the score 
and visuals.

Goodbye Home is an important story that speaks 
about home, family and loss. I’m very proud of 
this film and the wonderful production team I 
collaborated with to bring it to the screen.

Jonathan Chong, 
Director & Animator  
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Character concept artwork
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Character and environment concept artwork



Character and environment concept artwork
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On a hot summer day, a young boy lounges in a tyre 
swing hanging from the big branch of an old ghost 
gum. He peers through binoculars to catch glimpses 
of the family of koalas that live at the top of its 
mighty trunk. The surrounding bush vibrates with 
native animal life. In the distance, plumes of grey 
smoke rise above the coastal landscape, showering 
the horizon with ash.

As the boy helps his parents prepare their home 
for an evacuation, so too do the animals prepare 
their homes: a wombat clears his burrow of debris, 
a finch tidies her nest; flocks of birds begin their 
migrations to safer skies. The boy and his kelpie sit 
on the porch, watching on with trepidation. 

The sun grows a burnt orange; a dusty hue befalls 
the landscape. A tiny ember drifts in the wind like 
an orange snowflake. The baby koala sticks its head 
out from the gumtree for a closer look. He winces 
and scratches at his nose, burnt by the ember’s 
seductive glow. Then the wind changes.

Synopsis The sky turns an ominous black, then a blazing 
red as the fires race towards the coastal bushland 
community. A mob of kangaroos bound over fallen 
branches. The boy’s parents load their car with 
memories and keepsakes.  The boy and his kelpie 
jump in but the kelpie whines and barks, trying 
to get out. Through the smoke, the boy can see the 
family of koalas trapped between fallen branches. 
He rushes to their aid. Behind him, his parents 
approach with boxes.

“A line of cars follow the only road out of town. The 
boy watches through a rear window as the glowing 
town becomes distant. He turns forward and takes his 
seat. His kelpie lays on the floor at his feet. Something 
shifts inside a box beside him.”

The boy and his parents have brought the baby 
koala and its parents in the car with them. Guided 
by rural firemen, the two families journey to safety. 
Though they share the same experience of loss, it is 
their bushland home that unites them.

And home is where they will return, when the 
bushfires are over.
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Directed, Animated & Edited by
Jonathan Chong

Written by
Jett Tattersall

Story by
David Hov

Narrated by
Jamie Rogers

Produced & Executive Produced by
David Hov & Oliver Lawrance

Character Designs & Layouts by
Simon Murray

Additional Voice provided by
Rachel Hanrahan

Original Score by
Maria Alfonsine & Damian de Boos-Smith

Feature Song “Let It Rain” Written by
Delta Goodrem, Matthew Copley & Maria Altschuler

Performed by
Delta Goodrem

Sound Design by
Nigel Christensen Assg & Michael Ackroyd

Sound Mix by
Nigel Christensen Assg

Sound Engineered by
Rose Mackenzie-Peterson
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Australian Bushfires From Hobart to Darwin, raging bushfires are an 
eternal phenomena of the Australian summer. 
Though crucial for many native plants to 
rejuvenate and seed, bushfires pose a devastating 
threat to our native species. It is estimated that the 
2019-20 bushfire season – the “Black Summer” – 
claimed the lives of around 5,000 koalas in NSW 
alone, almost a third of the state’s population.

This year, Australian authorities took unprecedented 
steps to prepare for another difficult season. 
However, the added pressure of Covid-19 means 
that rural communities are even more isolated, 
community gatherings are restricted and service 
personnel are less available. The key, therefore, is 
to raise awareness about steps necessary to protect 
human and animal lives during the highest-risk 
periods of summer.
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Goodbye Home is a timeless work about two families 
that share in the tragedy of losing their homes to 
bushfires. Though one family are humans and the 
other koalas, our hearts break equally for both 
as we witness their lives being uprooted by the 
dramatic events that unfold. Despite being made for 
children’s viewing, this film will touch the hearts of 
adults of any age.

This story comes at a crucial time: not only are 
we still recovering from the trauma of the last fire 
season, but we continue to battle a global pandemic 
that has redefined our very way of life. With the 
global focus remaining on Covid-19, this story offers 
a reminder of the unpredictable environmental 
threat that has already started to rear its head as we 
move into the summer season.

About Goodbye Home Goodbye Home received an official endorsement 
from the WWF for the poignant yet powerful 
message it conveys and the passion with which its 
filmmakers strive to promote the importance of 
protecting koala populations from the threat that 
bushfires and climate change pose.

The producers are eternally grateful for the hard 
work of director Jonathan Chong, and the entire 
team across New South Wales and Victoria, who 
were able to put aside the incredible stress of the 
pandemic to complete this captivating project.
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